Living Theology Friends45
November 23, 2006
Thanksgiving Special
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
If the Lord so wills, I want to send out two “extra” letters this calendar year.  The first one will be for Thanksgiving and the second one will be for Christmas.  I am so very thankful this year for more than I can possibly say in such a short space.  
Of course I am thankful that God chose me as one of His children and that He gave me Carol as my wonderful wife and sister in Christ.  I am also so thankful that He chose my son and his wife, Sara, for His children and I pray for salvation for my two grandsons and the two young girls (Hailey and Breanna) that Jeff and Sara have taken into their family.  I am thankful for the work of God in the lives of Jeff and Sara including their salvation and their response to God for bringing the girls into our family.  I am thankful for all of the earthly family that God has given me including, of course, those who have joined Him.  I am thankful for John Speed, a special friend who was in a Sunday School (SS) class that I taught in Starkville, Mississippi, for suggesting that I start such a ministry as these letters.  
I am very thankful to the Lord for all the wonderful people that He led to the SS classes that I taught in the First United Methodist Church and in Faith Baptist Church in Starkville, Mississippi and at Burnt Hickory Baptist Church and at Midway Presbyterian Church in this area.  It has always pained me greatly to leave the SS classes that I taught because we developed such close relationships.  Most of the people in the two SS classes in Georgia are on the mailing list to receive these letters so I can keep in touch with them.  I am thankful for our pastor, David Hall, and how he faithfully responds to God’s directions to make sure that our church worships God in the ways that He directs.  
I am thankful that God has placed us in this country, which is certainly the best country in the world.  I am thankful for the leadership He has placed over us, even though I do struggle to understand some of them.  I am thankful for God having placed us here in Marietta and for giving us this wonderful home.  I am thankful for the physicians to whom He has drawn us for help in our health issues and for the medications that He has provided.  Even though I do struggle sometimes with the pain and the medication side effects I am thankful for my current situation for I recognize that God is sovereign and nothing happens to us that He has not already ordained.  He led me through a wonderful education and great jobs that provided for me and my family’s needs over the years.  I am thankful for each and every one of you on this list, and I know that God brings people into our lives for His glory.  
My son starts a new position on November 27 and we are thankful for God having led him to this position even though it will temporarily place him, Sara, and the girls further away from us.  
I am thankful that God is working through me in my writing and for bringing people to my web site to read those writings.  In October of 2006 an average of 310 people visited my web site each day from all over the world.  The October monthly total of hits was 9616 and I feel an awesome responsibility for the material that I have placed on that site.  The top ten articles referenced by these people were: death, tithe, faith, Holy Spirit II, compartmentalization, legalism, real science, legalism, my resume, and suicide.  More people have also started reading my commentaries.  I pray for His continual guidance in what I should write and for the best ways to get the writings to His people who need those particular writings.  
Now please take some time to write a similar letter giving thanks for what the Lord has done in your life and share it with someone who is special to you.  I pray that we will all be thankful to the Lord every day.  
